
Daily Readings Bible Readings for this Week

go there. He went anyway, laboring in Burma for 38 years until his death
at the age of 61. ln those 38 years, he only made one visit home to New
England.

A Heavy Price for the Sake of the Gospel
The life and ministry of Adoniram and Ann Judson included sickness,
imprisonment, false accusation, persecution, starvation, and
bereavement, among other trials.

Ann bore three children, and all of them died. Their first child was
stillborn on the boat to Burma, their second, a son, lived 17 months and
died. Their third child, Maria Judson, lived to be two and died, having
outlived her mother by six months. When their second child passed, Ann
wrote:

Our hearts were bound up with this child;we felt he was our
earthly all, our only source of innocent recreation in this
heathen land. But God saw it was necessary to remind us of
our error, and to strip us of our only little all. O, may it not be
vain that he has done it. May we so improve it that he will
stay his hand and say'lt is enough.'

Yet through all their suffering, Judson labored to learn the language (one
of the most difficult in the world), translate the Bible, and evangelize in a
culture entirely foreign to his own. Six years after they first arrived, Judson
baptized their first convert * six years.

Faithfulness in Seeming Fruitlessness
But life was still difficult after that first conversion. lt wouldn't be till much
later, and after much suffering that the gates would open and more souls
would be converted. lt would seem for a season that their ministry was
largely fruitless. Still, the Judson's pressed on.

ln 1824, after the British fleet bombarded Rangoon, Adoniram was
arrested on suspicion of being a spy. Amidst other horrors, he was
shackled by his feet and hung upside down at night so that only his head
and shoulders remained touching the ground.

Ann was pregnant with their third child during this ordeal, but still
managed to walk two miles a day in the sweltering heat to plead for mercy
for her husband, who she insisted was not a spy. Her pleas fell on deaf
ears. He was shaved bald to slow the spread of "vermin" that the prisoners
contracted. His body was gaunt, his eyes hollow. He was dressed in rags
and nearly crippled from the constant torture.

Their daughter, Maria, was born during Adoniram's imprisonment.
But Ann was almost as sick as Adoniram. Still, she tried to take care of
him and plead for him, as well as caring for herself and her newborn. When
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Jeremiah 18-21
Jeremiah 22-24
Jeremiah 25-27
Jeremiah 28-30

Thurs. Jeremiah 31-32
Fri. Jeremiah 33-35
Sat. Jeremiah 36-38
Sun. Jeremiah 39-41

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Men's Fellowship Breakfast on Tuesday, August 7 at Bob Evans
(1461 Main Street) at 9am. All men are invited to attend.
Mark your calendars for the annual Car Show on August 11,
from 1Oam-2pm. Donations of cans of soda and water bottles for
this evenl are greatly appreciated.
We are beginning preparations for our 2018 Christmas
Program. lf you are willing to commit to singing in the choir for
the Christmas program, please see Pastor Miller. Our first
practice will be August 26 at 4:30pm.

Nursery This Week:
AM -Ruth White PM - Nancy Lowery

WED - Patty Baker/Michaela Baker

Cleaning This Week: Lisa Perkins

Happy Birthday in August! Patty Baker-9th, Jayne Davis-12th, Connie
Carr-16th

Suffering ls Never for Nothing
Aaron Miller

ln 181 3, a 24 year old missionary and his wife of only 17 months arrived
on the shores of Burma. Adoniram and Ann Judson could not have known
the immense suffering that awaited them.

Burma in '1813 was a hostile and entirely unreached place.
Anarchy, fierce war, and religious intolerance filled the nation. Every
missionary prior to the Judson's had either died or left. William Carey, a
pioneer missionary himself, warned Adoniram a few months prior not to



Ann was no longer able to nurse, the jailer showed mercy and allowed
Adoniram to take the baby into a nearby village to beg for women to nurse
the child.

On November 4, 1825, Judson was suddenly released. The
government needed him as a translator in negotiations with Britain. The
long ordeal was over - 17 months in prison and on the brink of death,
with his wife sacrificing herself and her baby to care for him as she could.
Ann's health was broken. Eleven months later she died (October 24,
1826). And six months later their daughter died (April 24, 1827).

ls Innocent Suffering Meaningless?
One of the things that is so moving about the life of the Judson's is that
they did not suffering because of some wrong they had done. They
suffered for the cause of the gospel. They were living in obedience to the
Lord's command to make disciples of all nations - yet they suffered for it.

The book of Job, much like the life of Adoniram and Ann Judson,
causes us to reflect on the question ol innocent suffering. One of the
difficulties of "doing theology" is that our theological systems don't always
apply neatly to life. Life is messy and we don't always understand how our
convictions about God apply in chaotic circumstances.

The Sovereignty of God, a Sure Foundation
One thing that Job and Adoniram shared in their suffering is that they never
abandoned faith in God or in God's good purpose in the end. One thing
we can be sure of as we study the life of Job and reflect on our own
sufferings is that suffering is never for nothing. What sustained Judson
was the rock-solid confidence in the overarching purpose of a good and
sovereign God:

lf I had not felt certain that every additional trial was ordered
by infinite love and mercy, I could not have survived my
accu m u I ated suffe rings.
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Sermons from the pulpit of Twinbrook Hills Baptist Church are available
at sermonaudio.com or you can request a free CD from the sound booth.
Visit us at www.twinbrook.net
Pastor's email: ammpilgrimT@gmail.com Pastor's Cell: 5'13.668.0155
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