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We will not know the power of grace until we feelthe power of the
testing. We must be tried, to realize the glory of being preserved.

John Owen

Daily Readings Bible Readings for this Week
Sun. Ezekiel22-23 Thurs. Ezekiel 33-34
Mon. Ezekiel24-26 Fri. Ezekiel 35-37
Tues. Ezekiel27-29 Sat. Ezekiel 38-39
Wed. Ezekiel 30-32 Sun. Ezekiel40-41

ANNOUNCEMENTS
. Choir practice begins this afternoon at 4:30 in the

auditorium - please be here and ready to practice.

Nursery This Week:
AM -Allison Loges PM - Heather Miller

WED - Buth White

Cleaning This Week: Patty Baker

Satan Considering the Saints
Unfortunately, many Christians find these scenes from the opening
chapters of Job somewhat disturbing. lnevitably the question that's asked
is: "lf Satan considered Job, has Satan considered me? lf Satan could
attack Job, can Satan attack me?"

While it is true that Satan considers God's people as object of his contempt
and as targets of his attacks, believers should be careful to avoid a form
of "dualism" in their thinking. Dualistic systems of thought, such as
Gnosticism and Manichaeanism, posit the existence of two equal and
opposite realities of good and evil. This is not what is being conveyed in
Job 1 and 2. Satan is not an equal match for God. ln fact, after chapter 2,
Satan disappears completely from the scene. He comes into view,
accomplishes God's purposes [for he is subject to God and fulfills His will]
and then disappears.

The Higher Consideration of the Saints
What all this means is that there was a Higher Consideration which
overrode Satan's consideration. Spurgeon writes:

All the while Satan was tempting Job, he little knew that he was answering
God's purpose, for God was looking and considering the whole of it, and
holding the enemy as a man holds a horse by its bridle.

What comfort it should be that whenever Satan "considers" the saints, God
has considered them long before Satan. The Lord had considered exactly
how far he would let Satan go. Whenever Satan lashes out, he is always
leashed in. As Martin Luther said, "The devil is still God's devil."

The Lord had considered how to sustain Job, His innocent servant, under
the trial. While the devil poured buckets of affliction on Job, God was at
the same time pouring buckets of grace on him. A Christian may never be
tempted except where God allows, and when God allows it, He will with
the temptation make a way to escape, or give grace to bear up underneath
it.

The Lord had considered how to sanctify Job through the trial. Whenever
Satan does something fo the saints, it is sure that God is doing something
rn the saints. God uses our trials to wean our affections from the love of
the world and the pride of life. ln this way, trials can be seen for our ultimate
good. The book of Job is ultimately an exercise in applying Romans 8:28-
29 to the depths of sorrow in the human experience:

Satan Considering the Saints
Aaron Miller

ln the opening chapters of Job, the reader is introduced to scenes in
Heaven that Job knew nothing about. The angels of God present
themselves before the Lord, and Satan comes among them. When God
questions Satan as to what he's been doing, Satan replies in Job 1:7,
"From going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it."
That reply is intended to convey insolence and arrogance on the part of
Satan. Essentially Satan tells God, "l've been roaming the earth and have
not found one truly pious person who worships You!"

But God answers Satan in verse 8 with the question:

Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like
him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that
feareth God, and escheweth evil?

"Satan, have you considered Job?" Of course, the Accuser of the Brethren
(Rev. 1 2:10) had considered Job. He considered Job and in the remainder
of chapters 1 and 2, Satan challenges God to put Job to the test.



And we know that all things work together for good to them
that love God, to them who are the called according to his
purpose. For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate
to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the
firstborn among many brethren.

Children of the Heavenly Father
Carblina Sandell

Children of the heav'nly Father,
Safely in His bosom gather;

Nestling bird nor star in heaven
Such a refuge e'er was given.

God His own doth tend and nourish;
ln His holy courts they flourish.

From all evil things He spares them;
ln His mighty arms He bears them.

Neither life nor death shall ever
From the Lord His children sever;
Unto them His grace He showeth,
And their sorrows all He knoweth.

Though He giveth or He taketh,
God His children ne'er forsaketh;

His the loving purpose solely
To preserve them pure and holy.
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Regular Services
10:0OAM Sunday School
11:00AM MorningWorship
6:O0PM Evening Worship
7:00PM Midweek Bible Study

He only is my rockand my saluati.oUl;

he is *y defeflc€;I shall nor be gready moved.Sermons from the pulpit of Twinbrook Hills Baptist Church are available
at sermonaudio.com or you can request a free CD from the sound booth.

Visit us at www.twinbrook.net

Pastor's email: ammpilqrimT@qmail.com Pastor's Cell: 513.668.0155
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