
Definite Atonement + Objections Answered 

Introduction 
 
Here at THBC we believe in a system of doctrines called “The Doctrines of Grace,” sometimes known 
by the name “Sovereign Grace,” sometimes given the nickname “Calvinism” [Calvinism is just a 
nickname. It’s not Calvin’s doctrine – it’s Bible. Calvin is nothing to us. But it’s a name so we wear it.] 
 
These doctrines are most famously outlined in the acrostic – T-U-L-I-P 
 T = Total Depravity 
 U = Unconditional Election 
 L = Limited Atonement 
 I = Irresistible Grace 
 P = Perseverance of the Saints 
 
Though the acrostic is helpful for memory purposes, it can be misleading. Especially when it comes to 
the “L – Limited Atonement.” Many who self-style themselves as “4-point Calvinists” are willing to 
affirm all the other points except the “L.” 

• I prefer the term “definite” atonement or particular redemption 
• By that we mean that the atoning work of Jesus on the cross – his death, burial, and resurrection 

– was intended/designed for a specific group of people [the Elect, i.e. those whom God has 
chosen to save from all eternity] 

 
Now the Arminian will say that Jesus died to make the salvation of all men possible. It is human faith 
which applies the saving effects of Christ’s work to the individual. BIG PROBLEM: men gets glory 
because the thing which actually saves him is something he has done himself. 
 
Really only three options: 

1. Jesus died for some of the sins of all people  - all people have some sins unpaid 
2. Jesus died for all of the sins of some people  - bible truth 
3. Jesus died for all of the sins of all people  - universalism 

 
Number two is the only viable option. John Owen: God imposed His wrath due unto, and Christ 
underwent punishment for, either all the sins of all men, or all the sins of some men, or some of the sins 
of all men.  To which case it may be said: That if the last be true, all men have some sins to answer for, 
and so none are saved.  That if the second be true, then Christ, in their stead suffered for all the sins of 
all the elect in the whole world, and this is the truth.  But if the first be the case, why are not all men free 
from the punishment due unto their sins?  You answer, because of unbelief; I ask, is this unbelief a sin or 
is it not? If it be, then Christ suffered the punishment due unto it or he did not.  If he did, why must that 
hinder them more than their other sins for which he died? If he did not, He did not die for all their sins!  
Let them choose which part they will. 
 

Representative Texts: 
 
Isaiah 53:8 - He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he 
was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken 
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Matthew 1:21 - And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save 
his people from their sins 
  
Matthew 20:28 - Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his 
life a ransom for many 
 
Luke 1:68 - Blessed be the Lord God of Israel; for he hath visited and redeemed his people 
 
John 10:11 - I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 
 
John 13:1 - Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour was come that he 
should depart out of this world unto the Father, having loved his own which were in the world, he 
loved them unto the end. 
 
John 17:1-2, 9 - These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is 
come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee: As thou hast given him power over all flesh, 
that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him. 
  
Galatians 3:13 - Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 
 
Ephesians 5:25 - Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself 
for it 
 
Romans 8:28-32 - And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose. 29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did 
predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. 30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he 
also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified. 31 What shall we then say to these things? 
If God be for us, who can be against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us 
all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? 
 
 

The “Problem” Passages 
 
 

1. Passages that seem to teach God has a will to save everyone: 
a. 1 Timothy 2:3-4 - For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who 

will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 
i. Paul is urging that prayers be made for everyone—not just the poor and oppressed 

but also “for kings and all those in authority” (v. 2).  
ii. In this context, verse 4 is best understood as that God is saving people from all 

categories of humanity. He is willing even to save kings, as unlikely as that may 
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seem. So pray for them, says Paul, even though they may be the very ones who 
are persecuting you at this time. 

b. 2 Peter 3:9 - The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; 
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should 
come to repentance. 

i. This is the most frequently quoted verse in this regard. It is not talking about the 
salvation of all men and women, but only of the elect. The issue is the delay of 
Christ’s return, and Peter is explaining that God has delayed it, not out of 
indifference to us and what we may be suffering, but because he wants to bring to 
repentance all whom he has determined in advance will be gathered in. If Christ 
should come now, there would be generations of yet unborn people, containing 
generations of Christians yet to come, who would not be in heaven.  

ii. This is how John Owen understood the text: Who are these of whom the apostle 
speaks, to whom he writes? Such as had received “great and precious 
promises,”chap. 1:4, whom he calls “beloved” (chap. 3:1); whom he opposeth to 
the “scoffers” of the “last days,” verse 3; to whom the Lord hath respect in the 
disposal of these days; who are said to be “elect” (Matt. 24:22). Now, truly, to 
argue that because God would have none of those to perish, but all of them to 
come to repentance, therefore he hath the same will and mind towards all and 
everyone in the world (even those to whom he never makes known his will, nor 
ever calls to repentance, if they never once hear of his way of salvation), comes 
not much short of extreme madness and folly. 
 
 

2. Passages in which it is suggested that some people for whom Christ died will 
perish. 

a. Romans 14:15 - But if thy brother be grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not 
charitably. Destroy not him with thy meat, for whom Christ died. 

b. 1 Corinthians 8:11 - And through thy knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom 
Christ died? 

c. Hebrews 10:26-27 - For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of 
the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, But a certain fearful looking for of 
judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries. 

i. These verses should be seen in the context of the entire book of Hebrews, which 
was written to Jews who had received knowledge of Christ and Christianity, but 
who were not yet at the point of abandoning their Judaism, with its ritual feasts 
and sacrifices for sin, in order to accept the perfect sacrifice provided by Jesus 
through his death on Calvary.  

ii. People in that position are warned that if, after having been taught the only true 
way of salvation, they should go back to their empty forms and ceremonies, 
thereby rejecting Christ, there will remain no other sacrifice for them and they 
will be lost. They will be lost because they were not true believers in the first 
place. Those who claim to benefit from Christ’s blood yet remain defiant in their 
sin deceive themselves into a false assurance. 
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d. 2 Peter 2:1 - But there were false prophets also among the people, even as there shall be 
false teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable heresies, even denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themselves swift destruction. 

i. This is the most powerful of the texts in this category, for it seems to speak of 
those who have actually been redeemed by Jesus’ death and yet perish. But we 
have to look closely at the nature of those about whom Peter is speaking. They are 
“false prophets,” “false teachers” who teach “destructive heresies.”  

ii. Are they Christians? No. Therefore, they are not saved people who perish, but 
rather unsaved people.  

iii. How is it, then, that Peter can speak of them “denying the Sovereign Lord who 
bought them”? The best approach is to think of this as describing what these 
unbelieving teachers claimed rather than what they had actually received from 
Jesus. But even if this is not the answer, if it is supposed that the people in view 
actually are Christians, we should recognize that the verse will also present 
difficulties in regard to the doctrine of perseverance, which most people who deny 
the doctrine of particular redemption nevertheless want to uphold.  

 
 

3. Passages in which the work of Jesus seems to be intended for the entire world. 
a. Isaiah 53:6  
b. John 1:29 
c. John 4:42 
d. Romans 5:18 
e. Romans 8:32 
f. 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 
g. 1 Timothy 2:5-6 
h. 1 John 2:2 - And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the 

sins of the whole world. 
i. The universal application – Propitiation is a strongly Jewish concept, rooted in the 

OT. Lest we think Jesus is only a Savior of Jews, John tells us he the propiation of 
the whole world, i.e. not just for the sins of the Jews, but for all peoples of the 
world. 

ii. The exclusiveness of the work of Jesus as a mean of salvation – i.e. there is no 
salvation anywhere in the world outside of him 

iii. The timeless character of the atonement - Christ is the propitiation, not only for 
the sins of those of us who live in this present age, but for all who will ever be 
born into this world, until Jesus comes again. 

 


