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Random thoughts on the King James Bible - Aug 20, 2017 
Donald W. Austin 

 
 Psalm 12:6,7 - The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver 

tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times.  Thou shalt 
keep them, O LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this 

generation for ever. 
 Proverbs 30:5 - Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto 

them that put their trust in him. 
Read vss. 1-6. The words of Agur.  This is one of my favorite chapters in 

the Bible. For this study though we will focus on verse 5. 
 

There was a point in my life when it seemed that new Bible versions were 
coming out every few months.  I was working in downtown Cincinnati when 

the NIV was released in 1978 and there was a Berean bookstore just up the 

street from my office.  It, along with the New King James Version, was being 
recommended by preachers that I knew and respected.   

 
Jerry Falwell said of the NKJV, "I can say with confidence that the publication 

of THE NEW KING JAMES BIBLE is the most important event in Bible 
publishing since the original King James was released in 1611!  This new 

edition preserves all of the truth and authority of the original, but makes it 
much easier to read and understand.  It protects every thought, every idea, 

every word, just as it was intended to be understood by the original 
scholars.  It's the only modern version I have seen that holds to the word 

order and cadence of the original." 
 

I would ask him: Jerry, How do you know this?  You mention the original 
three times, yet you have never seen the Original.  Jerry says, It protects 

every thought, every idea, every word, but William Grady says in his book 

Final Authority, "The New King James Version made 100,000 changes to the 
text."  Are you kidding me Jerry? If time permits, we will see what Dr. 

Claude Mariottini has to say about the NIV. 
 

Now I had always used a KJV even though I knew there were other “bibles” 
available, but my father always told me that the true word of God was the 

AV1611 commonly known as the King James Version or KJV.  In the early 
80's, an evangelist named Jewell Smith came to Twinbrook with a collection 

of Bibles.  He said there were about 300 English bibles.  I could hardly 
believe my ears.  Now I have the record from the American Bible Society 

that there have been over 900 English translations of the Bible, whether 
complete or not, most since 1881.  That's six bibles per year for 135 years 

on average.  But in reality, in recent years it has been more like the bible of 
the month club. 
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http://news.americanbible.org/article/number-of-english-translations-of-the-bible 

NUMBER OF ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS OF THE BIBLE 

Answers to your Scripture questions 

I am afraid no one can give you an exact number for the English translations 

and paraphrases of the Bible printed since Tyndale's New Testament of 1526. 

In part this is due to the difficulty of determining what should be defined as a 

new translation as opposed to a correction or a revision of an existing 

translation. There is the additional question of how we should count 

translations that include not a complete Bible or Testament, but just a group 

of books or even a single book. And then, of course, there is the difficulty of 

sheer numbers. With all these caveats in mind, the number of printed English 

translations and paraphrases of the Bible, whether complete or not, is about 

900. 

The most comprehensive English bibliography of the subject is the one 

compiled by William J. Chamberlin, and published in 1991, as “Catalogue of 

English Bible Translations.” The section covering the canonical books 

(including the Deuterocanon) has 806 pages. The book does include some 

ghost entries and a few repetitions, but gives you a fair idea of the number 

and variety of English translations. 

 

 

 

 

 

And how about the new Queen James Bible??? 
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The Queen James Bible seeks to resolve interpretive ambiguity in the Bible 

as it pertains to homosexuality: We edited those eight verses in a way that 
makes homophobic interpretations impossible.  

 
Who is Queen James? 

 
The King James Bible is the most popular Bible of all time, and arguably the 

most important English language document of all time. It is the brainchild 
and namesake of King James I, who wanted an English language Bible that 

all could own and read. The KJV, as it is called, has been in print for over 
400 years and has brought more people to Christ than any other Bible 

translation. Commonly known to biographers but often surprising to most 

Christians, King James I was a well-known bisexual. Though he did marry a 
woman, his many gay relationships were so well-known that amongst some 

of his friends and court, he was known as "Queen James." It is in his great 
debt and honor that we name The Queen James Bible so. 

 

A Gay Bible 

 
The Queen James Bible is based 

on The King James Bible, edited 
to prevent homophobic 

misinterpretation.  

 
According to the translators,  

Homosexuality was first 
mentioned in the Bible in 1946, 

in the Revised Standard Version. 
There is no mention of or 

reference to homosexuality in 
any Bible prior to this - only 

interpretations have been made. 
Anti-LGBT Bible interpretations 

commonly cite only eight verses 
in the Bible that they interpret to 

mean homosexuality is a sin; 
Eight verses in a book of 

thousands!  
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But still, with over 300 newer bibles, or is it 900, I wondered…Is it possible 

that we have the perfect word of God in a book; and if so where is it? 
 

So – I began to study.  Now here are some thoughts I had that I want to 
give you and I hope you will seriously consider them, although they only 

matter if you believe God.  Note that I did not say, if you believe in God, but 
if you believe God.  You see, Satan and the devils believe in God. 

 
1. How important to God is His name? 

Psalm 148:13 says: “Let them praise the name of the LORD: for his 
name alone is excellent; his glory is above the earth and heaven.”  

 
2. How important to God is Jesus’ name? 

Phil. 2:9-11 says: “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and 
given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in 

earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 
3. So, we see that God’s name and Jesus’ name are supremely 

important.  Yet look at this verse. 
Ps. 138:2 says: “I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy 

name for thy lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast 
magnified thy word above all thy name.”  

 
4. If you believe God, you must believe that God thinks more of 

His word than He does His own name or His own son’s name… 
and: 

Ps 12:6,7 says: “The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried 
in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O 

LORD, thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever.” 

 
…and Pro. 30:5 says: “Every word of God is pure…” 

 
5. Well, can we change the word, or words, of God like the newer 

translations have done? 
 

Pro. 30:6 says: “Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, 
and thou be found a liar.” 

 
Rev. 22:18,19 say: “For I testify unto every man that heareth the 

words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these 
things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this 

book:  And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of 
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this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, 

and out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book.” 

 
6. So – according to God – you’d better not add to, and you’d 

better not take away from - the words in His book.  But then 
again, you have to know what book is God’s book. 

 
And I want to mention something else.  In the Bible, when you find “word” 

or "words" (1173 times) with a small “w” it is speaking of the written or 
spoken word.  When you find it with a capital “W” (6 times - John, 4 times; 

1John, 2 times) it is speaking of the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the Word of 
God.  There is a difference and a distinction. 

 
2Tim. 2:15 says we are to “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a 

workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 

of truth.” And this is only in the King James Bible. 
 

As a matter of fact, all the verses I have just given you read completely 
differently in the NIV and other versions. 

 
After 40 years, my conclusion to this study is that in the King James Bible, 

we have the perfect, infallible, inerrant, pure word of God, preserved for us 
without a single error, mistake or contradiction in the language of the end 

times… English.  You can buy a copy in almost any bookstore in America.  
You can have your own copy.  You can read it.  You can study it. You can 

trust it and you can stake your soul’s salvation on it.  And all this without 
any knowledge of the original Greek and Hebrew.  Now, I’m not saying it’s 

wrong to study Greek and Hebrew, but you don’t need it to understand the 
plain English in your KJV. 

 

Who will you trust?  A man who tells you there are errors in the KJV; or will 
you trust Jesus who said in Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth shall pass 

away, but my words shall not pass away.”  Psalm 118:8 says, “It is 
better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man.” 

 
Many years ago, at a church picnic here, I was sitting at a table talking with 

Tommie Estes – who was a teenager and a young Christian at the time – 
and an older preacher.  I had recently taught a Sunday School lesson on the 

King James Bible being the true word of God.  Tommie was asking a lot of 
questions and brought up the question of all the different versions versus 

the King James.  The older, and wiser, preacher said, “Well Tommie, you see 
we have the word of God in the originals and what we have in English are 

translations.  Some are better than others but none are perfect.” 
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I will never forget this and I can see his face right now, and I loved this 
man.  I knew him since I was a teenager.  Some of you knew him and might 

be surprised if I told you his name.   
 

At this time I spoke up and quoted Psalms 12:6,7 and asked, “So unless you 
have the originals and you can read them in the original languages, you 

cannot know the words of God?”  To which he replied, "That’s why you have 
teachers and preachers to help you."  And I said, “Why, that’s Roman 

Catholicism.  John 16:13 says 'when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth…'”  As the conversation went on he said that there 

were many errors in the King James Bible, possibly hundreds. 
 

I got up and said I was going to get my Bible from my car because (as I said 
he was an older and wiser man, who up to that time I had a lot of respect 

for) I wanted him to show me one.  Not hundreds, just one. 

 
He started stammering and said he didn’t have time and he had to leave.  I 

saw him many times after that but he never showed me one error. 
 

Since that time I have had other people show me what they said were errors 
but upon a little study I found they were wrong. 

 
Words are words.  Words aren’t thoughts although thoughts are usually 

expressed with words.  Words aren’t concepts, precepts or doctrines.  Words 
are words, and if you change the words in the Bible, you have changed 

God’s words.  And that’s are scary proposition. 
 

Now I may say some things in this class that some of you may not like, 
although I hope not.  I may say some things you may disagree with, but I 

hope not.  I will admit to you that on the subject of the King James Bible 

being the perfect word of God, I am dogmatic.  I don’t know everything and 
I don’t understand everything, but I do believe everything in the KJV. 

 
I have had many people tell me that they could not understand the King 

James Bible and that the newer bibles were so much easier to understand. 
 

Mark Twain said, "It ain't those parts of the Bible that I can't understand 
that bother me, it's the parts that I do understand." 

 
So…300-900 different English bibles, all saying different words.  Words taken 

out, words put in, words changed to make it easy to read. 
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Adding and taking away from God’s word 
 
We already saw: 

 What God says about His word - Ps. 12:6,7: 
The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace 

of earth, purified seven times. Thou shalt keep them, O LORD, 
thou shalt preserve them from this generation for ever. 

 

And we saw: 
 What God says about his Son’s name – Phil. 2:9-11 

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a 
name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every 

knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, and 
things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

And we saw: 

 Where God places His word in relation to all His name - Ps. 138:2: 
I will worship toward thy holy temple, and praise thy name for thy 

lovingkindness and for thy truth: for thou hast magnified thy word 
above all thy name. 

 
And we saw: 

 God’s warning about adding or taking away from His word - Rev. 

22:18,19: 
For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the 

prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, 
God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: 

And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this 
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and 

out of the holy city, and from the things which are written in this 
book. 

 
Now, in the beginning, God said (Gen. 2:16,17): 

…Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the 

day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 
1. Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat. 

They were free to eat of every tree but one… 

2. of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not 
eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt 

surely die. 
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and if they eat of this one tree they will surely die.  God was under no 

obligation to explain to them that it would be a spiritual death and not a 
physical one…at least not immediately. 

 
Satan said: (Gen. 3:1) 

…Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? 

1. Satan adds the word “not,” and questions God, and casts doubt on 

God’s word. 
2. Satan intimates that God is withholding something good from them. 

 
Eve replies: (Gen. 3:2): 

…We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the garden: 

1. True statement, but she leaves out the word “Freely.”  As today 

salvation is “free,” but most religions want to add works, prayer, etc.  
So we see she has taken away from God’s words. 

 

And then Eve says: (Gen. 3:3): 
But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God 

hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 
1. She adds the phase, neither shall ye touch it, which God did not 

say. 
2. She omits the word “surely,” which God did say. 

 
And Satan responds: (Gen. 3:4) 

…Ye shall not surely die: 
1. He adds the word “not” calling God a liar. 

 
Then Satan adds this postscript: (Gen. 3:5): 

For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes 
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

1. your eyes shall be opened – true 

2. ye shall be as gods – small “g” but it sounds like something to be 
desired. 

3. knowing good and evil – true, but oh the consequences it wrought. 
 

And so (we see in verses 6 and 7) they ate and their eyes were opened and 

they knew good and evil.  And they knew immediately that it was all a lie 
and it was they who were evil.  That little act of rebellion threw the entire 

world into sin and we are paying for it today and will till Jesus comes. 
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I know I haven't given you much in this lesson other than to scratch the 

surface of the subject, but I leave you with these last thoughts. 
 

When I was a boy, my parents took me to a Baptist church.  I was saved, 
baptized and became a member of the Bible Baptist Church in Metamora, 

Indiana.  I was a Baptist by circumstance.  As I grew, I learned more about 
the Bible and the church and I became a Baptist by preference.  But the 

more I studied and learned the Bible and church history, I became a Baptist 
by conviction. 

 
The same is true of the Bible.  I was King James by circumstance.  My 

parents gave me my first Bible, a KJV.  Later, I preferred it, but after much 
study, I became convicted that the King James Bible is the perfect word of 

God and now, "I am a King James Onlyist" and in all my years of study, I 
have talked to many people who prefer many different versions, and some 

who buy every new version that comes out, I suppose hoping to find 

something new from the Lord.  Yet I have never found anyone who is an: 
 an NIV onlyist 

 an ESV onlyist 
 an NKJV onlyist 

or any other version onlyist. 
 

So I tell them, you can prefer what you prefer, but I will prefer, believe and 
use the one that Jesus would use if he walked into our church this morning. 
 


